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In August20041 touredthe PyrZnZesvith VeloSportVacationsFrom a variety of Frenchtours
offered (including a Tour de Franceoption) | optedfor their 9-day ClassicClimbs trip (which
alternateseachyear betweenthe Alps and the PyrZnZes¥o | could experiencesome of the
famous Cols without theolir de France crowds and logistics.

gomgeous French countryside,and tackling the Aspin, the [§#
Tourmelet,the Soulorandthe Aubisque the Marie Blanque, &
and many picturesque Basque hills. VeloSport is an &8
Indiana-basedcompany whose owners, Chris and Kathy £

Gutowsky and guides all speak French and know their '
destinationswell. In fact, the staf is the best part of f§
VeloSport:Theyte all extremelytalentedcyclistsandguides|
and theyve all mastered exactly the right balance of |
friendliness fun, and professionalismThreeout of 15 or so [
clients in our group were repeat clients. |

A o~
0BT LSO ORRRRRRRELALIOONE e

Eachroutehadbeenthoroughlyresearche@nddocumented| *
Detailed maps and directions (including a little laminated™= ==———="—""= = ClteCycIe hotel =
sweatproofcardyou could keepin your jerseypocket)Were pagnéres-de-Bigorre. I iced my legs in this
provided for eachday, as well as expertbike maintenance stream after the first three rides. The
during and after eachride (evenfor personalbikes, despite Fenah e UgHESREERats:
the brochures claim that only rented bikes would be
supported).A support vehicle accompaniedall rides and
provided feeds at about 20 mile intervals.

Theaccomodationfar surpassedhy expectationsespeciall
the CitZCyclehotel we startedfrom in Bagneres-de-Bigorrg
in the heartof the PyrZnZesandthe GrandHotel we endedin |
Saint-Jean-de-Luz a resorttown on the southernAtlantic |
CoastnearBiarritz . CitZCycleis a chic, modernsportshotel, |
dedicatedo the regions skiing in the winter and cycling in |
the summer VeloSporthasdedicatedacilities therefor bike |
storageandmaintenanceTlhe GrandHotel, on the otherhand|
is, well, grand (maybeit's just me but is therea betterway to |
vacation than to ride hard through Basque country all
morning and then lounge in a bikini on the hotel deck

Looking back down Col du Tourmelet




overlookinga Frenchbeachhavingwaitersbring you Kirs all
afternoon?)l was also pleasedwith the food (and wine!)
provided throughout,and VeloSportprovided severalmore
mealsthanscheduledThe quality of the accomodationand
mealsseemediuein large partto ChrisandKathy's excellent
contacts and rapport in the areas we toured.

In factl cant think of anythingnegativeaboutthetrip. Some
mightfind irksomethat,althoughtheysaid thatyou couldset
your own pace,in reality they were always very aware of

everyones location. We were each loosely divided into 3

groups,dependingon ability (with one guide leading each
groupandoneguidedriving the supportvehicle)andyou did

getthedistinctfeeling they wantedyou to staywith a group:
fastfolks who hammeredoo quickly up theroadwould soon
find themselveseasily caughtby one of the ex-pro-racing
guides,spinningeffortlesslyandaskingcasuallyif theywere
surethey knew where the next turn was. (In fact, the only

thing that tarnishedmy Tourmeletascentwas watchingthe
guides fly up and down the mountain as they coached
multiple riders to the top.) | was generallyglad they were
keepingsuchgood track of us, but occasionallyl wished|

felt more free to linger in a village or cafZ.But | alsohave
say that | felt the encouragemenand coachingl received
from the stdfto be one of the best values of the trip.

Information on this years OClassiclimbs: The AlpsOtrip is at http://www.velovacations.com/,
and you can email me (susan528@hotmail.com) with general questions about the company
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